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Police Officer William “Bill” Baker R. P-23 (1942-2026) 

Bill was born on January 20, 1952. He attended Western Hill High School and graduated in 1970. 

Bill joined the Cincinnati Police Division as a Police Cadet on August 29, 

1971. Cadet Baker served in Communications Section, Records Section, 

and Criminalistics Section. On September 8, 1974 he was promoted to 

Police Recruit and joined Cincinnati’s 60th Recruit Class. He was promoted 

to Police Officer on February 2, 1975, issued Badge 23, and assigned to 

District 5 (1012 Ludlow Avenue). A year later, he was rotated to District 3 

(3201 Warsaw Avenue). Due to fiscal mismanagement at City Hall. Officer 

Baker and 123 other officers were laid off on December 6, 1976. He was 

recalled on September 8, 1977 and reassigned to District 3. Officer Baker also served a brief time 

at the Impound Lot. Officer Baker retired on January 22, 2000 with 28 years of service and 40 

letters of appreciation and/or commendation. 

He went on to be chief of security at the Cincinnati Bible College.  

Officer baker died on August 9, 2026 at the age of 74. 

He was predeceased by his brother, Mike Baker. Officer Baker is survived by his children, Joshua 

(Katie) Baker and Julie (Dan) VanWinkle; grandchildren, Audrey Bakder, Anna Baker, Grayson 

VanWinkle, and Declan VanWinkle; and siblings, Earl Houck, Bob Baker, Rick Baker, John Baker, 

and Debbie Dickerson. 

Visitation will be held on Sunday, August 30, 2026, from 2 to 4 p.m. at Neidhard-Minges Funeral 

Home at 3155 Harrison Avenue in Westwood. An FOP service will be held at 3:45 p.m. Funeral 

services will follow at 4 p.m. 

Memorials may be made to Fraternal Order of Police, 1900 Central Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 

45214.  

https://police-museum.org/donations/

