
  This is the ordinance creating the Cincinnati Home Guard as a Private Police Department giving them the authority to make arrests. 

    

      This copy of the ordinance creating the Home Guard Private Police courtesy of Cincinnati Councilman Cecil Thomas. 

 

 



This information was printed in The Home Guard Minstrels Booklet, Circa 1917-18. 

  

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

        

                            

The items shown above are from the Cincinnati Home Guard which existed from     

1917-1921. When the Ohio National Guard was federalized The Home Guard was 

created to replace it. The 45-70 trapdoor rifles that were used were not civil war   

rifles but were of the same style  

The following information are excerpts from the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce 

newsletters. These newsletters were published weekly in 1917 and 1918. When these 

newsletters were originally scanned they were not put in order by year. The Home 

Guard was under the auspices of the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce for the 

protection of property and the public safety when the troops left to serve in WWI. 

Captain Robert L. Dunning was the Superintendent of the Cincinnati Police 

Identification Bureau when he joined the Home Guard at the age of 47.  He is the only 

police officer that has been found to have been a member of the Home Guard. 
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        APRIL 23, 1917 
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                     CINCINNATI POST 9-14-1918                                                        CINCINNATI POST 9-14-1918 
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