
 
 
A Brief overview of Chief William Copelan. 
Listed below is the list of Cincinnati Police Chiefs during the 1900’s. William Copeland is listed as the 4th 
Police Chief.  

 



 
 
   



                                                        

            
          This is a photo of William Copelan when he held the rank of sergeant. The Morgan Medal  
          is to the left of the badge. In October of 1890 Chief Copelan won the award for having the  
          best record for the year and the best examination for knowledge of police business. The  
          style of the badge indicates that this photo was taken prior to 1904. 
 



 
                                                   

 
 William Copelan was the recipient of the Morgan Medal in 1890.  
 
 



 
                                   A photo of Chief Copelan taken during the Police Inspection of 1928. 
 
 
 
 



 
                                 Chief Copelan riding his horse during the 1913 Cincinnati Railway Strike.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
  This is The Certificate of Appointment for Chief Copelan. This item was donated on 7-24-2010 to the     
  Greater Cincinnati Police Historical Society by the family of along with the Gold Chief’s Badge which is  
  shown at the end of this document. 



 

 
This is the retirement badge of Chief William Copelan given to him in 1935; this badge is in the possession of 
the Chief Copelan’s family.   



   
This badge was given to the Greater Cincinnati Police Historical Society on 7-24-2010 by the family. 
Chief Copelan had told the family that this was his spare badge that he sometimes wore.  
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