Chief Copelan’s scrap book was donated to The Greater Cincinnati Police Historical Society on July 24, 2010.
The following items were in the book.
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OLICE CHIEF WILLIAM COPE-
LAN completed his forty-f.ourtl%
year as a member of the Qincmngh
‘Police Department Thursday morning
in his usual anniversary manner. That
is to say, he walked into his office on
time to the minute, seated himself at
his desk and plunged into the district
reports of the night. He is that kind
of chief.
March 29 Col. Copelan will have ar-
rived at his twentieth anniversary as
chief of the department. And he will

observe that anniversary in the Cope-
fan manner. He will walk into his
office on time to the minute, seat him-
self at his desk and plunge into the
district reports of the night.

There are few men who have a
record in Cincinnati of forty-four
years’ service in the Police Depart-
ment. And, of all the long line of
chiefs who have commanded the po-
lice of Cincinnati since its earliest
day as an organized community, only
Col. Copelan has attained a score of
years as chief,

H;s nearest rival in that point of
service was the late Col. Philip
Deitsch. Col. Deitsch served seventeen
years as chief. He was succeeded
by Col. Paul M. Millikin, who, in
turn, was succeeded by Col William
H. Jackson, and Col. Jackson was suc-
ceeded by Col. Copelan, who was, at

the time, superintendent of the pa-
trol vehicle service.

WAS RED-HEADED
Back in the “eighties” the Cincin-
nati Police Department was not in
the best of shape. There arose a
public clamor for reorganization and
reform, Young Bill Copelan was one

of )
thf:“g_x_tlzens whg Saw an oppor-
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COL. WILLIAM COPELAN

tunity for a career under the new,
order of affairs in the department.
He applied for a place as sub-patrol-‘
man. He was a well-built young |
fellow, red-headed and with a blue|
pair of eyes under shaggy brows. He |
had no difficulty getting an appoint-
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BY LOUIS F. BARY

milestone in his career. It

March 29 will be his 22d anniver-

will be no occasion for posies.

- stony silence.

 the red hair of his youth has be-
' come platinum-white, but the years
‘have taken nothing from his vim
‘and vigor. The International Po-
lice Chiefs Association recognized
, his vitality by making him its presi-
!dent. He is past president of the
| Ohio State Police Chiefs Association.

Retirement Scorned

Though he is the oldest active
head of a metropolitan police force,
any -suggestion that he might be
contemplating retirement meets with
an eloquent grunt and a flitting

means “no.”

If he should quit, the chief says
he would retire to his farm on
Muddy Creek-pk. On his days off,
'in the evenings and during vaca-
tions, he finds recreation tilling the
soil but says it would become a bur-

7th Anniversary
rce as “Just Another Day
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Copelan Greets His 4
on Police Fo

Hard-Bitten Chief Passes| With 70th Birthday Approa
ing He Still Retains
Health and Vigor

Police Chief William Copelan oh hm" yes,
xmmwx,pagc;ﬁ%m&
an event which well-wishers called a

as his |
§ 47th anniversary as a member ct
the police department, but there was

- nothing in that to make a hard-
- bitten police officer go into raptures.

a natural. It is recalled he
quite excited over the

sary as chief, but -that date, also, % e :
He would not even a.n%h g
cruisers equipped Wi
chine guns until his men were
oughly trained in their :
thought that his police |

He takes anniversaries in his
stride, greeting them typically with

l He will be 70 next November and

Police. Chief Copelan
if he were not |,

densome occupation

Chief Copelan's words are few,

guarded and always pointed. ;
Always Noncommital

An interview with the chief goes

something like this:

‘“Has there been much

police methods since the days of

smile which, in Copelan English,

helmets and horse-drawn patrols?”
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Filled With Flowers.
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In his office the chief found flowers
marked “For Grandpa” thai came
Bobbie

“You have bee
city's service for forty-five years, and '

‘employe of the city,” one of the chief’s
le commented.

g ¢ w of no other who has been
contintously in the service for a
longer peried,” the chief said.

“And do you still remember your
first beat Over the Rhine?”

“QOh, 1 will never forget that—
Kissel's Garden, Wielert's, Weber’s,
Young’s, Guhman'’s, Schumann’s, that
later became Peters’s, and many
others. What a change the years have
.brought to Vine street!”

Chief Copelan began his service un-
' der Chief Deitsch. In 1600 Copelan
lwon the Morgan medal for general
roficiency and this made him &
eant. In 1804 he became Ueu-
ant, in 1910 superintendent of the

this is probably longer than any other |

Col. Copelan Finds Office

and mounted service and in
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COL. WILLIAM COPELAN

“Not until I round out fifty years of

Copelan is president of the Ohlo
» he said with a smile, Tues- |

Police Chiefs’ Association. Recently|service, .
he htenided the Totematianal FOIS)) quy—runiees I feel mssl PBE
was elected vice president. ,and, as sogn as that happens, # .lt
Years ago, his mounted troop of 101  slip out before anyone else “0“‘}.}; ’I‘
men was regarded as one of the best|But T'm still feeling hne«—u'b,?uc Ike T
trained in the country. As chief he|did when 1 joined the force! S iivec
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chief by Mayor Henry Hunt, he also,of Washipgton D. C. The g' g -{iv'm c:
served under the administrations of | who is widely known for h;. “km,-rlf
Mayors Spiegel, Puchta, Galvin, Car-}in the Eastern Star 83 _mv‘ v
rell and Wilson. The caief has a farm | Templar Auxilisry, un _"NH(»",“;‘; '
of thirty-five acres, and some day may | operation in the Deacoraebtz S doing |
retire there—but he is not thinking orlTuesday- She is reporte g e

that now. nicely.
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Form 23—%M. 8-81
ORIGINAL

RETIREMENT SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF CINCINNATI

NOTICE OF RETIREMENT ON REGULAR ALLOWANCE

No. 1658
..Jenuary 4, . 19 35

Mr. Williem Copelan,
677 Riddle Road, .
Cineinnati,.. Ohio.

Dear. Mr. Copeleam .. ...

Your application for retirement from active service in the position of Chief of
2alies.. . .....in'the Safety Department was approved and the following annual
retirement allowance to be paid in monthly installments dating from . De¢s 1, 1994,

was authorized by the Board of Trustees of the Retirement System on Jan. 3, 1995

FUND FROM WHICH PAYABLE ANNUAL AMOUNT
Annuity Reserve FUund ... PR ERG TR S R
Pension Accumulation Fund A 3000.00
Pension Reserve FUnd. ........c.oooiovoeviioimnicossimoninscnian , SRR
Total Retirement ANOWANCE.........ccocoiioovisiiamioimmmimonrsss " Ve B000.00......cc0000e

Check will be mailed on the
ninth day of each month for Very truly yours

preceeding month's retirement
allowance. '






This is Chief Copelan’s retirement badge. The badge is in the possession of the Copelan family.
Compiled by GCPHS Historian Patrick Olvey, 2010, for the Greater Cincinnati Police Historical Society.



